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Teacher	Resources	for	Diamond	Girls	by	Maureen	Ulrich	
Note:	For	students	to	fully	appreciate	the	performance	(since	it	moves	quickly	and	is	
content	heavy),	it	is	recommended	that	at	least	45	minutes	be	dedicated	to	prior-
viewing	activities.	There	are	a	number	of	activities	listed	here.	Feel	free	to	pick	and	
choose	ones	that	suit	your	classroom/situation.	

A.	Diamond	Girls	Summary	

Diamond	Girls	is	a	one-act,	one-woman	show	which	tells	the	story	of	Philip	K.	
Wrigley’s	All-American	Girls	Professional	Baseball	League	(1943-54)	as	seen	
through	the	eyes	of	three	Canadian	players:	Mary	“Bonnie”	Baker,	Arleene	Johnson	
Noga,	and	Daisy	Junor.	The	actress	(in	this	case,	Amanda	Trapp)	also	plays	18	other	
characters,	including	Wrigley	himself,	scout	Hub	Bishop,	the	team	chaperone,	and	a	
charm	school	instructor.		

B.	Pre-Viewing	Activities	

1.	Read	A	Brief	History	of	the	AAGPBL	(See	Attachment)	

2.	Videos	to	View:	

AAGPBL	newsreel:		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CpMyUzhRVw	
	
	AAGPBL/A	League	of	Their	Own	tribute	video:		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPOXE3nD-2A	

Mary	“Bonnie”	Baker	appears	on	What’s	My	Line	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfXG2--b6ys	

Wilma	Briggs	(player)	interview:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R7yGP9Z-xQ	
	

3.	Research	the	players	listed	below	on	http://www.aagpbl.org/or	search	
online	for	newspaper	articles	/obituaries	to	find	out:	

	 -	where	was	player	from?	
	 -	how	long	did	she	play	in	the	league?	For	what	team(s)	
	 -	what	position	did	she	play?	

-	what	special	achievements/contributions	did	she	make?	i.e.	records,	all-star,					
post	league,	etc.	

	
Dorothy	Kamenshek	
Jeneane	Descombes	Lesko	
Sophie	Kurys	
Jean	Faut	
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Mary	Baker		
Mildred	Warwick		
Arleene	Johnson	Noga		
Daisy	Junor		
	
4.	Read	the	script	excerpt:	Diamond	Girls	(see	attachment).	

5.	Comprehension	Questions	

�		Approximately	how	many	major	leaguer	players	went	to	serve	in	the	military?	

�		What	type	of	female	player	was	Mr.	Wrigley	looking	for?	

�		What	incentives	did	Hub	Bishop	offer	Mary	Baker	to	get	her	to	sign	a	contract	
with	the	new	women’s	league	in	Chicago?	

�		At	the	railway	station,	which	character	is	homesick	and	reluctant	to	leave?	

�		What	are	three	pieces	of	advice	the	charm	school	instructor	gives	the	new	
players?	

6.	Discussion	questions	(break	out	into	small	groups):	

�		What	have	you	learned	about	Mary’s	personality	so	far?	

�		What	do	you	think	about	Wrigley/the	league’s	fixation	on	the	women’s	
appearance?	

�		Why	do	you	think	the	women	were	willing	to	leave	their	jobs	and	homes	
(sometimes	their	husbands)	to	travel	to	Chicago	for	tryouts?	

�		How	do	you	predict	the	actress	will	go	about	playing	Mary,	Millie,	and	Muriel	–	in	
the	same	scene?	

�		How	does	the	title	of	the	play	relate	to	its	subject?		

6.	In	pairs,	have	the	students	take	turns	reading	the	scene	between	Mary	and	
Hub.	One	student	reads	the	lines	while	the	other	lip	synchs	and	acts	out	the	
lines.	The	students	then	switch	roles.	
	
�		Follow-up:	What	skills	did	you	employ	to	portray	the	two	different	characters?	
	
SACE	Capability:	Personal	Development		
·	building	self-confidence	through	learning	to	trust	their	intuition,	using	creative	
impulses,	taking	risks,	having	confidence	in	their	decisions,	and	achieving	success	
through	participation	and	expression	·	expressing	their	personal	voice	by	exploring	
dramatic	works	and	experiences	and	communicating	those	responses,	observations,	
and	opinions	to	others		
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C.	Post	Viewing	Activities	

(Note:	Make	sure	the	students	are	familiar	with	these	questions	prior	to	viewing	the	
play.	Students	should	review	them	just	before	the	performance	or	could	have	access	
to	a	copy	during	the	Q	and	A.)	

1.	Discuss	in	a	small	group,	then	select	one	representative	to	take	his/her	
place	on	a	panel	to	present	your	group’s	observations.		

�		Several	themes	emerge	throughout	the	play.	Discuss	where	each	of	these	is	
addressed	in	dialogue	or	action:	
	

>Wrigley’s	about	the	league’s	image	
>Racism	
>The	fascination	of	the	public	with	the	appearance	of	the	players,	rather							

than	their	athletic	skills	
>The	societal	role	of	women	in	the	late	1940’s	or	‘50:	should	they	be	athletes	

or	homemakers?	
	
�	Reflect	on	the	manner	in	which	the	actress	made	each	of	these	characters	
distinct/recognizable:	

     >Mary	Baker	
>Arleene	Johnson	
>Daisy	Junor	
>Mrs.	White	(the	charm	school	instructor)	
>Mrs.	Houston	(the	chaperone)	
>Bill	Wamby	(Arleene’s	coach)	
>Other	characters	

�		What	methods	did	the	actress	use	to	help	the	audience	see	or	imagine	the	other	
character(s)	on	stage?	

�		Do	you	think	the	actress	was	believable	in	each	of	her	roles,	particularly	the	male	
characters?		

�		What	insight	did	Amanda	give	you	during	the	Q	and	A	into	the	life	of	a	performing	
artist/actress?	

SACE	Capability:	Literacy	in	Drama		
·	communicating	ideas,	opinions,	feelings,	and	thoughts	expressed	through	the	
dramatic	arts,	and	gained	through	the	appraisal	of	dramatic	works.		
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SACE	Capability:	Work	
	·	building	skills	and	abilities	(e.g.	thinking	laterally	and	divergently,	solving	
interpersonal	problems,	being	flexible	and	open	to	ideas,	and	establishing	and	
working	to	deadlines)	as	they	relate	to	employability	in	the	performing	arts	sector	
and	elsewhere		
	
2.	Write	a	short	play	in	which	you	play	two	different	characters	having	a	
conversation	(4-6	lines	each).	

Note:	How	will	you	make	each	character	distinct	and	recognizable?	(i.e.	one	
standing,								one	sitting;	gestures;	posture;	voice/accent)	

Here	are	some	possible	settings	for	your	characters:	
Movie	theatre		 restaurant	 	 	 beach	
Ferris	wheel	 	 car	 	 	 	 zoo	cage	
Airplane	 	 public	bus	 	 	 park	bench	
	
Suggestion:	You	and	the	class	can	write	one	of	these	together	so	they	have	a	model.	
For	example:	
	
(Setting:	library)	
	
(Student	enters,	looking	uncertain)	
	
Student:	(speaking	in	a	soft	voice)	Excuse	me!	I’m	looking	for	a	book	about	bladders.	
It’s	for	my	health	class.	
	
Librarian:	(sitting	at	a	desk)	You	need	a	book	about	(emphasizing)	bladders?	
	
Student:	(looking	around	nervously)	Please	don’t	be	so	loud.	Aren’t	librarians	
supposed	to	be	quiet?		
	
Librarian:	I	so	rarely	get	students	looking	for	a	book	these	days.	Much	less	a	book	
about	(emphasizing)	bladders!	
	
Student:	(muttering)	I	knew	I	should	have	copied	something	off	the	internet.		
	
Librarian:	(standing)	Come	with	me	to	the	(emphasizing)	reference	section.	
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Student:	On	second	thought,	I’ll	just	come	back	another	day.	Thanks	anyway.	
	
Librarian:	(waving)	Good-bye!	
	
SACE	Capability:	Personal	Development		
·	building	self-confidence	through	learning	to	trust	their	intuition,	using	creative	
impulses,	taking	risks,	having	confidence	in	their	decisions,	and	achieving	success	
through	participation	and	expression	·	expressing	their	personal	voice	by	exploring	
dramatic	works	and	experiences	and	communicating	those	responses,	observations,	
and	opinions	to	others		
	

3.	Visit	www.internationalwomensbaseballcenter.org	to	find	out	about	the	
museum	being	built	to	commemorate	these	women	and	others	who	have	
contributed	to	professional	baseball.	
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Diamond	Girls	–	An	Excerpt	
Characters	
Mary	“Bonnie”	Baker	–	AAGPBL	player		
Announcer	
Mr.	Wrigley	–	chewing	gum	tycoon	who	started	the	AAGPBL	
Hub	Bishop	–	Regina	scout	
Millie	Warwick	–	player	in	SSHOF	
Muriel	Coben	-	player	in	SSHOF		
Mrs.	White	–	charm	school	instructor	
Mrs.	Houston	–	chaperone	
	

(Setting:	There	are	three	banners	upstage.	At	center	is	a	bench.)	

Inning	1		
(Music:	This	is	the	Army,	Mister	Jones	by	Vera	Lynn)	

Announcer’s	Voice:	Hank	Greenberg,	celebrated	Detroit	Tigers	slugger,	has	
received	his	draft	call.	"Hammerin'	Hank"	was	the	American	League's	Most	Valuable	
Player	last	year,	but	he’s	giving	up	$55,000	in	baseball	salary	for	$21	a	month	in	
Army	pay.	

(Mary	sits	on	the	bench).	

Mary: (to	the	audience) More	than	five	hundred	major	leaguers	including	Stan	
Musial,	Joe	DiMaggio	and	Ted	Williams	swapped	their	uniforms	for	army	fatigues.	
Four	thousand	minor	leaguers	also	reported	for	service.	This	left	the	team	owners	
wondering:	who	was	left	to	play?	Chicago	Cubs	owner	Philip	Wrigley,	the	chewing	
gum	tycoon,	had	the	answer.	

(Mary	becomes	Wrigley.)	

(Music:	Wrigley’s	Spearmint	Gum	Jingle)	

Wrigley:	Shirley,	get	me	Branch	Rickey.	(to	the	audience)	Hey	kid,	want	a	stick	of	
gum?	It’s	juicy	fruit.	(abruptly)	Branch!	It’s	Wrigs.	I	got	an	idea	of	how	to	solve	this	
player	shortage.	(pause)	Branch,	what	about	women?	(pause)	I’m	serious.	Women	
are	already	stepping	into	men’s	shoes	in	the	factories.	Why	not	put	cleats	on	‘em	
too?	(pause)	There’re	thousands	of	softball	players	in	Chicago	alone.	We’ve	already	
got	scouts	looking	for	male	talent.	We’ll	just	tell	‘em	to	hit	the	softball	parks.	(pause)	
Yeah,	some	of	the	girls	are	a	bit	masculine.	Real	Tugboat	Annies.	But	I’m	talking	
about	diamonds,	Branch.	Beautiful	girls	made	of	strong	stuff.	We’ll	look	for	skill	first	
–	looks	second.	After	all,	it’s	easier	to	teach	an	athlete	to	walk	in	heels	than	a	looker	
to	run	in	cleats.	(pause)	We’ll	change	some	rules	right	away	--	use	nine	players	
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instead	of	ten,	let	‘em	lead	off	and	steal.	And	we’ll	keep	shrinking	the	ball	and	
lengthening	the	distance	between	the	bases	until	they’re	playing	the	real	game.	
Think	big,	Branch.	When	this	war’s	over,	we	can	fill	our	parks	while	the	Cubs	and	
the	Dodgers	are	on	the	road.	We’ll	make	the	league	non-profit.	Fund	local	projects.	
It’ll	be	good	for	the	busy	war	towns	on	Lake	Michigan	and	very	good	for	us.	(pause)	
I’ll	spend	a	quarter	of	a	million	dollars	on	promotion	before	the	first	pitch	is	thrown.	
My	pappy	always	said	anyone	can	make	gum.	The	trick	is	to	sell	it.	(pause)	We’ll	be	
strict.	No	slacks,	no	tobacco,	no	swearing,	and	–	(pause)	What,	Branch?	Yeah,	no	
chewing	gum	either.		

Mary:	(addressing	the	audience)	One	morning	I	was	taking	my	break	at	the	coffee	
shop	next	door	to	the	Army	and	Navy,	looking	at	the	Leader,	and	I	saw	this	
photograph	of	a	girl	wearing	this	crazy	uniform.	Play	ball	in	a	short	skirt?	Are	you	
nuts?!	What	happens	when	she	slides	into	second?	(pause)	My	next	thought	was	--
how	do	I	get	into	that	uniform?		

(Mary	becomes	Hub.)	

Hub:	Mary	Baker,	I’ve	seen	you	playing	with	Cappy	Caplan’s	Bombers	at	Central	
Park.	Lots	of	great	softball	players	down	there,	but	Mary,	you	are	one	of	a	kind.	

Mary:	It’s	Hub	Bishop.	A	scout	for	the	Chicago	Blackhawks!	

Hub:	Mary,	how	would	you	like	to	play	in	the	USA?	And	I’m	not	talking	about	that	
tacky	pro	softball	league	in	Chicago.	This	is	professional	women’s	baseball,	under	
the	direction	of	Philip	K.	Wrigley.	He’s	willing	to	pay	you	one	hundred	dollars	a	
week.		

Mary:	A	hundred	dollars?	I	only	get	sixteen	at	the	Army	and	Navy!	

Hub:	How	would	you	like	to	tell	people	you’re	the	first	Canadian	gal	recruited?	

Mary:	I	sure	would,	Hub.	

Hub:	Great.	Spring	training	starts	in	a	few	weeks.	Get	yourself	a	ticket	on	the	Sioux	
Line	from	Moose	Jaw	to	Chicago.	(pause)	Say	Mary,	who	else	should	I	be	signing?	
And	bear	in	mind,	Mr.	Wrigley	wants	girls	who’ll	look	good	in	his	uniform.	

Mary:	Millie	Warwick	for	sure.		She’s	a	solid	third	baseman	and	a	power	hitter.	For	
fielding,	Daisy	Junor.	Then	again,	Daisy’s	married.	

Hub:	You’re	married	too.	Is	Bake	going	to	have	a	problem	with	you	playing	so	far	
from	home?		

(Train	sound.)	

Inning	2		
(Mary	picks	up	a	suitcase	from	behind	the	screen,	walks	in	a	circle,	and	sets	it	down.)	
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(Mary	becomes	Mary	and	Millie.)	

Mary:	Millie	Warwick.	I	thought	I’d	see	you	at	this	station.		

Millie:	Mary,	isn’t	it	exciting?	Do	you	know	Muriel	Coben?		

Mary:	Of	course.	You	pitch	for	the	Saskatoon	Pats.		

(Muriel	nods.)	

Millie:	Muriel’s	never	been	on	a	train	before,	have	you,	Muriel?	

(Muriel	shakes	her	head.)	

Millie:	Here	we	are	on	our	way	to	Chicago!		Mary,	do	you	think	we’ll	make	this	
league?	

Mary:	Millie,	we’ve	got	as	good	a	chance	as	anybody.		

(Muriel	sobs.)	

Mary:	What’s	wrong,	Muriel?	

Millie:	She’s	homesick	already.	Muriel,	we	haven’t	even	left	Moose	Jaw.	Pull	yourself	
together.	Do	you	want	to	do	this	or	not?	

(Muriel	nods.)	

Millie:	Ethel,	Kay,	and	Lucella	are	coming.	Muriel	wouldn’t	even	be	here	if	it	wasn’t	
for	Lu.	Lu’s	her	catcher,	you	know.	Ruby	is	driving	down	to	Chicago	with	her	
husband.		

Mary:	What	about	Daisy?	

Millie:	She	just	got	married	–	remember?	What	did	Bake	say	when	you	told	him?		

Mary:	Muriel,	did	you	hear	Mr.	Wrigley’s	putting	us	up	at	the	Belmont?	And	we’re	
going	to	be	using	the	Cubs’	locker	room.	No	wonder	they	call	it	the	Glamour	League.	

Millie:	I’m	getting	seventy-five	a	week,	‘cause	I’m	the	first	Canadian	girl	Hub	signed.	
How	much	did	you	sign	for,	Mary?	

Mary:	It’s	not	about	the	money.	Millie.	It’s	about	the	ball,	and	I	can’t	wait	to	start	
spring	training.	

(Mary	picks	up	the	suitcase	and	walks	around	and	sets	it	down	behind	the	screen.)	

(Mary	enters	as	Mrs.	White.)	

Mrs.	White:	At	Helen	Rubenstein’s	Charm	School,	you	will	learn	the	proper	way	to	
address	people,	how	to	get	in	and	out	of	a	car,	how	to	act	like	a	lady.	Ladies	never	
cross	their	knees.	(sits)	Place	the	right	ankle	over	the	left.	Just	so.	(demonstrates)	All	
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of	these	rules	of	conduct	can	be	found	in	your	copy	of	A	Guide	for	All-American	Girls:	
How	to	Look	Better,	Feel	Better,	and	Be	More	Popular.		

Mary:	Excuse	me,	but	what	does	this	have	to	do	with	baseball?	

Mrs.	White:	You	have	been	chosen	for	your	looks	and	feminine	charm	as	well	as	
your	athletic	ability.	As	All-American	girls,	you	must	be	symbols	of	health,	
personality,	glamor,	vim,	vigor,	and	physical	perfection.	These	attributes	can	only	be	
gained	through	daily	exercise	and	care	of	the	body,	skin,	teeth,	hair,	and	eyes.		

(Muriel	starts	to	cry.)	

Mrs.	White:	What’s	wrong	with	Muriel?	

Mary:	She’s	says	she’s	so	tired	from	pitching	all	day,	she	can’t	lift	her	toothbrush.	
You	worked	hard	to	get	here,	Muriel.	We’ve	all	worked	damn	hard.	(holds	up	her	
hands	in	emphasis)	

Mrs.	White:	Mary,	let	me	see	those	hands.	Hmm.	Before	practice	tomorrow,	scrape	
your	fingernails	across	a	bar	of	soap,	so	you	don’t	get	dirt	under	them.	And	Muriel,	
that’s	not	how	a	lady	sits.		

(Muriel	sits	with	right	ankle	crossed	over	her	left.)	

Mrs.	White:	Better.	An	All-American	girl’s	beauty	kit	contains	cleansing	cream,	
lipstick,	rouge,	deodorant,	astringent,	face	powder	--for	brunettes	like	you,	Mary,	
although	I	must	say	your	complexion	is	flawless	--	hand	lotion,	and	hair	remover.	
Study	your	beauty	possibilities	both	on	the	field	and	at	your	leisure.	Remember,	
men	do	not	want	to	watch	women	who	look	or	act	like	men.	Be	careful	with	slang,	
Avoid	profanity	–	

Mary:	Sh	---	ucks.	

Mrs.	White:	I’ll	see	you	all	tomorrow	night.	I	have	something	exciting	planned.	I’ll	
be	demonstrating	the	fine	art	of	lipstick	application.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



A	Brief	History	of	the	AAGPBL	

In	1943,	Chicago	Cubs	owner	and	chewing	gum	tycoon	Philip	K.	Wrigley	founded	the	

All-American	Girls	Professional	Baseball	League	(AAGPBL).	Wrigley	started	the	

league	out	of	a	concern	that	men’s	major	league	baseball	would	suffer	when	players	

were	called	for	military	service.	He	lobbied	other	major	league	owners,	including	

Brooklyn	Dodgers	owner	Branch	Rickey,	to	form	their	own	teams,	hoping	that	a	

professional	women’s	league	would	fill	their	ballparks	while	the	men’s	teams	were	

on	the	road	–	after	the	war	was	over.		

During	the	1940s	women’s	amateur	softball	leagues	flourished	throughout	North	

America.	When	Wrigley	conceived	his	scheme,	his	scouts	signed	talent	from	these	

amateur	leagues,	attracting	545	women,	recruited	from	the	United	States,	Canada,	

and	Cuba.	The	league	grew	from	wartime	entertainment	to	a	professional	showcase	

for	female	baseball	players	in	the	busy	war	towns	around	Lake	Michigan,	such	as	

Rockford,	Racine,	South	Bend,	and	Kenosha.	

During	the	early	seasons	the	players	used	a	large,	almost	softball-sized	ball,	which	

was	pitched	underhand.	Some	baseball	rules	were	adopted	right	away	–	for	

example,	the	ability	to	lead	off	and	steal	bases.	Underhand	pitching	evolved	to	a	side	

arm	in	1946	and	overhand	in	1948.	The	base	paths	and	pitching	mound	were	moved	

further	back	each	year.	By	the	league’s	final	years,	the	women’s	game	resembled	

conventional	baseball.	

Despite	promoting	women’s	baseball,	Wrigley	and	Arthur	Meyerhoff,	the	league’s	

later	owner,	were	not	champions	of	feminism.	Players	were	required	to	personify	

what	Wrigley	determined	to	be	“the	highest	ideals	of	womanhood.”	Before	games	

the	athletes	were	required	to	put	on	lipstick	and	style	their	hair	and	nails.	They	

wore	short	skirts	not	suited	for	sliding	into	bases.	Off	the	field,	they	attended	charm	

school	and	were	not	allowed	to	wear	trousers,	smoke,	chew	gum,	swear,	or	drink	

alcohol.	In	spite	of	these	distractions,	many	women	proved	to	be	exceptional	ball	

players	and	attracted	huge	crowds.	At	the	league’s	peak	in	1948,	the	league	drew	

nearly	a	million	fans.	

However,	the	AAGPBL	was	never	able	to	find	a	fan	base	in	larger	cities	such	as	

Chicago,	Milwaukee,	and	Minneapolis.		Eventually	management	of	the	teams	was	

handed	down	to	the	independent	cities.	Without	wealthy	backers,	spring	training	

and	effective	promotion,	the	league	deteriorated.	Televised	major	league	baseball	

led	to	the	league’s	demise	in	1954.	

Interest	and	knowledge	about	the	league	waned	until	Penny	Marshall’s	film	A	
League	of	Their	Own,	starring	Geena	Davis,	Tom	Hanks,	and	Madonna	was	released	
in	1992.			

	


